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fifth report 

OF THL 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES, 
1823 . 



TO THE HONOURABLE THE KNIGIIT.S, CITIZENS AND BURGESSES 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 

-L Geoige the Fhircl, c. Jog, present this Fifth Report of their Proceedimis for 

tlie year ending the 5th of April 1 824, being the Fishery of 1 823. 

Before they enter into a detail of the prominent proceedings of the year the 
Commissioners have much satisfaction in stating generally, that the Fisheries of 
Ireland still continue to exhibit a steady annual increase, not more observable in 
the quantity offish cured than in the additional number of men to whom they dve 
employment, subsistence and profit, ■' 

In prefacing their proceeding.s with this general statement, the Commissioners 
beg leave to add their conviction, that were it not for the impulse given to a nume- 
rous and wretched coast population, by the bounties granted under the present 
Fishery enactments, the value of the Irish Fisheries might have yet remaiiied in 
obscurity, and the energies of many thousands of the coast population of Ireland 
have stdl continued m the same state of inactivity in which the present enactments 
found them, and from which the bounty system has principally tended to rescue 



The Commissioners conceive there can be no stronger proof of the trutli of this 
assertion than the progressive increase of the number of men annually enga-ed in 
the fisheries of this country. The first satisfactory return of this nature which the 
Commissioners could obtain, was for the year ending the 5th of April 1S20 when 
the number so occupied (as will appear by a reference to their Report of that year) 
were 36,192. In the succeeding year this number was increased to 44 892 • and 
in the present year, of which this Report treats, there will be found a still further 
increase, giving a total of 49-448. If we add to these the number of persons to 
whom the Fi.sheries in other respects give employment in their respective trades of 
carpenters, ropemakers, salt manufacturers, coopers, importers of pitch, tar 
hemp, &c. we shall find them diffusing employment and subsistence in a 'most 
extensive and beneficial degree. Such facts then, coupled wiili the notorious 
poverty of the Fishermen of Ireland, are conclusive in the minds of the Commis- 
sioners as to the necessity of continuing those bounties which, for the short time 
they have been in operation, have done so much towards advancing the Fisheries 
of this country, and rendering them ultimately conducive to objects of obvious 
national importance. The question therefore, in their opinion, is not as to whether 
an annual sum of money disposed of in bounties should make a productive pecuniary 
return, but whether money so bestowed as to relieve poverty, promote industry 
increase the general supply of food, and furnish a main source of naval strength, be 
not a most politic as well as benevolent application of a portion of the public funds, 
producing moral and political results greatly paramount 'to any pecuniary 
consideration. ■’ 

Of the great capabilities of tlie Irish Fisheries, the members who now compose 
this Foard have been long convinced ; but the principal impediments which for- 
merly 
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merly paralized those capabilities, were, first, the extreme poverty of its coast 
population, and, secondly, the want of some legislative encouragement in aid of tlie 
feebje efforts of pauperism. I o remedy these the statute of the sqth of Gcoiw 
thelhird was accordingly enacted, granting bounties on the 'cure of certain fish 
mid vestiiig in Comrnissioners powers to frame regulations for rendering those 
boiiMies effective. The bounties so granted have already excited a spirit of Indus 
ry fully tantamount to every reasonable expectation ; salutary regulations have been 
li anted, orderly conduct has been introduced where only lawless violence before 
existed, and the Fishenes (as subsequent parts of this Report will prove) have 
experienced a considerable extension even on those parts of the coasts where the 
bounties have not as yet come into operation. 

The Commissbners now beg leave to enter into the detail of their principal pro- 
ceedings within he present year, after which they mean to close their Report with a 
comparative statement of the Irish Fisheries, as with reference to each year since 
their institution ill July iSlq, to the year ending the fifth April i8il/|. ^ 

By the 66tli section of the figth of George the Tliird, c. tog, a sum of nioiiev 
iiot exceeding 5,000 1 . per annum was placed at the dispo.sal of the Coinmissiouer! 
toi he encouragement of the Coast Fisheries of Ireland, under such rules and 
tegnlations as to them might appear best calculated for the furtherance of that. 

‘'’7 ‘he present Fishery 

Acts before they decided on tlie precise modes of applying those funds, the Conimis- 
s oners could not, until after an experience of two seasons, satisfactorily determine 
objects? “‘’P “ost conducive to the succe.ss of their 

Having accordingly solicited and obtained from the Lords of tile Treasurv the 
ai leais ot this fund, (with the exception of 56S f. g j. 11 d. paid for repairs ofpoor 

years Slg and 1S20,) the Commissioners appointed the earliest convenient neriod 
lor holding a special meeting, as well to decide finally on the pariZ mode of 

eaiSZ reLcS'^Tl’ “>1“ fund should ho allocated to 

acti Object respectively. The meeting commenced their operations on thp «rh nf 

whlZ,,“f““r^ (with veryhittle intermission) £ riet Lm dZ to day 

The allocations were as follows, viz. : 

IV V*’? ‘he West and South 
of Ireland, already constructed in part 



For constructing such new Safety-Harbours on the Eastern 

hiici heenSir 



2,040 



- 7.787 10 - 



, -..V. -xwuwu.ti ui ireiana, as had hepn tp. 

commended by the engineer and principal Pishery officers 

FaSl SbTe t'TTf offf„oier>, S,mch and 

-rratj suitable to the Fisheries of the Southern and .South 

pof 

Fishing Companies on a small scale, in the 
hope of prosecuting the Fisheries on the more remote and 
dierein Z'* . “'xi gradually introducing capital 

800 - - 

vei7 short period the exiting bounties have be^n in forZ“Z°t Te'c 

have smeere sattsfaction in knowing that advanZ^rnolZly 7^blZ“ 

strikingly 



800 
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OF IRISH FISHERIES; FOR THE YEAR 1823. 

strikingly manifest, have been experienced in many quarters where but a short 
period since poverty and lawless violence had existed. These improvements 
appear to have principally taken place in the Southern and Western Districts. 

Previous to the year 1 820 the Fishing Boats of Duiigarvan, one of the principal 
Stations in the South of Ireland, had no inducement to catch fish beyond the limited 
quantity required for the consumption of the town. If the fishing of one day sup- 
])licd this quantity, the remainder of the week was spent in utter idleness at home, 
wliere there was neither encouragement or facilities for curing, or purchasers for the 
surplus ; but in the present state of the Fisheries of Dungarvan the aspect of things 
is far different ; salt importers and manufacturers are now settled there, and a cer* 
tain market established for the purchase of any quantity of fish. On these points 
the Inspector General observes, “ instead, therefore, of spending the greater part 
of the week in listless indolence at home, they now proceed to sea, conscious that 
the supply cannot exceed the demand; desirous of catching as large a quantity as 
possible, they return from the fishing ground about the middle of the week, throw 
the fish out on the quay to their Avives and children, and frequently go to sea again 
without a moment’s delay ; then come the jokers (purchasers) from the inland towns, 
and when they are amply supplied at a fair price, the curers come next and take 
the surplus, he it ever so large,” &c. 

He further observes, “ that the consequences of this management are, jirst, a 
steady demand at all times for the fish taken, when it was formerly notorious that 
tlie Fishermen were in the habit of destroying a part of what they had caught when 
tlie supply vtas, as they thought, too abundant ; secondlij, that every man, woman, 
and child in the town, who is disposed to work, may be at all times employed ; 
thirdly, that the inland ])oor participate in the advantages of the bounties, by having 
an abundance of wholesome food, on very cheap terms, and at all times.” 

In reporting oq the District of Kinsale, in the South of Ireland, he observes, “ the 
benefit of the new laws are now admitted by the Kinsale Fishermen, and they seem 
disposed to avail themselves of them to the fullest extent. Three vessels went from 
thence this season to fish on the Galway Coast, and brought back full cargoes.” 

Such, then, are the promising appearances exhibited by two of the most important 
Fishing Stations in tlie South of Ireland, where, but three or four years before, the 
Fisheries had sunk into nearly total decay. Had there been no legislative en- 
couragement to re-animate the almost lifeless Fisheries of Ireland, the little portion 
of existence they exhibited in 1819 and 1820 would by this period have most 
probably become altogether extinct. 

With respect to the general improvement of the Fisheries on the Western Coasts 
of Ireland, where the distresses of 1822 made their principal ravages, the Commis- 
sioners have every reason to feel satisfied. In the Districts of Westport and Galway 
particularly, the Fisheries have made the most rapid advances, and promise to con- 
tinue those improvements, if not checked by unexpected impediments. 

When the first returns were made to the Board, of the number of boats and men 
engaged in the Fisheries of Ireland, for the season of 1821, those from the Westport 
District were 886 boats, and 3,607 men ; but no satisfectory return of the fish cured 
in bulk. In the succeeding season of j 8?2, the returns from the same District 
were, 1,001 boats, (being an incre^e pf 1 15 ;) 4,010 men, (being an increase of 
403 ;) and a quantity of herrings cured in hulk, nearly tantamount to 5 j5oo barrels. 
In the present season, of which this Report treats, the returns from that District are, 
1,242 boats, (being an increase of 241 ;) 4 ,QT^ men, (being an increase of 961;) and 
a quantitv of herrings cured in bulk, nearly equal to 10,500 barrels, (being an 
increase of 5,000 barrels). 

It would indeed be an ungrateful return towards that most charitable body, the 
London Tavern Committee, if the Board of Irish Fisheries passed by any opportu- 
nity (but particularly one -so important,) of joipiflg ^fijr portion of ^titude tp the 
general feeling of their countrymen towards tlipt munificent body. Through, the 
medium of their exclusive liberality a fund has been estabUahed in that District for 
the repairs of poor Fishermen s boats, on the principle of annually reproductive 
and applicable to the same object. In order, howejver, ho render this fund repro- 
ductive, security for the repayment was quite essaatiad. This ^ first created soflae 
impedinoeot to any immediate benefit from the fpud, bpt the general int^rity of tfie 
Fishermen Eradualiv induct their lapdlofds 4Pd others to step forward jn tfaeir 

2S3. B behalf, 
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behalf, and the result is, that from the period the fund came fairly into operation, 
(about twelve or thirteen months since) to the present day, there were nearly 
450 boats repaired, at an average cost of about 2 /. \2s. each, probably because 
the aid solicited was not given in any instance in money, but in materials, at prime 
cost. 

Witlj respect to the District of Galway, (which, with the West Port District, 
nearly eiTibraces the whole of the Western Coast of Ireland) the Commissioners 
have the satisfaction to find that improvements even beyond their expectations 
have been experienced in that important station since the last season. Gal- 
way is the only District, as yet, on the Western Coast of Ireland into which 
the bounties have found their way, and the results may be estimated by the 
following comparative statement of its Fisheries, since the present enactments 
came into operation. In the first season of 1819 (the first year of this estab- 
lishment) llicrc does not appear to have been any herrings cured in barrel 
for bounty. In the second season of 1820, Galway made its first, though weak 
effort, having cured fifteen barrels for the bounty. In the third season of 

1S21, the number cured for bounty were 165-,^ barrels. In the fourth season of 
1822, the number amounted to 2,195 barrels. In thc.^///i or present season, 
the number of barrels on which bounty was claimed and paid, amounted to 



An annual increase equally gratifying, of the men and boats engaged in the 
Fisheries of the Galway District, will appear in the following statement. The 
first satisfactory return of this nature that the Board of Fisheries were able to 
procure, was fur the season of 1821, when the number of boats were found to 
be 1,290, and the number of 5,624. In the succeeding season ofi822,the 
returns were, 1,442 boats (being an increase of 132), and 6,228 mat (being an 
increase of 604.) In the present season of 1823 (of which this Report treats, ) the 
returns are 1,702 boats (being an increase of 260), and (),()75 men fbeinii an 
increase ot 747). ^ ° 

The Lispector General, in his last Report on the Fisheries of this District 
stales, “ that the number of boats which constitute the increase of this year ' have 
been built within that period, and principally at those places where P/m have 
been erected. 



The Comimssioners cannot close their statement of the Galway District without 
agarn advertm^ to that Charitable Body the London Committee, through whose 
munificence a siimlar fund with that already in operation in the West Boi-r District 
h^ been established for the poor Fishermen of [he coast of Galway, TlL beS 
likely to be experienced from the operation of this fund may be tolerably well 
apprccialed when it is stated, that in the course of little luore til one vo!a 
been repaired, at an average cost of about 2/, i8i. Gif ^per 
boat, the aid in every instance being given in malerials and not in jiiomy. ' ^ 

thehReTrtTl'’?*''’ Board, and alluded to in 

£ ,ri,e 

as^yTefDecter7he°*^*T“?P“"‘”™o '“P°‘’‘ant effects could fairly be 

desrtpTon 7 ere^ure 7 h t, vT" '“‘V ™ 1-“ °f -y 

since it became a distinrt v ^ coasts for bounty ; but 

Curers have established the ‘7 “ 7 "’'* months) regular Fish 

branded for bounty ^ 935 barrels have been olired and 



exceeds that so occuS'*in 7 n^fw Herring Fishery 

opinion, is attributable to th h'\ ^ner season. Ibis, the Commissioners are of 

adventurers “ 

profitable avocationVor fhft whieh^h u ^ 7 desert the less 

Herring 
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Heinng Fisliery the rate of bounty allowed by the First of George the Fourth 
c. »2, IS 3 ( per ton, and on the same quantum of tonnage as in the White Fishery! 
It IS true, the expense of outfit in the one case gieatly exceeds that which is 
required in the other, and consequently it may, perhaps, be but an equitable con- 
sideration to proportion the bounty to the difference of expenditure necessarily 
incurred in the prosecution of each species of Fishery. Such, at least, is the yiew 
which the Board of I- isheries haye taken of the case; and under this impression 
they have prepared a Bill of Amendments which, with other points of no less 
importance to the Fisheries, contains a modification of the tonnage bounty as now 
in lorce in the open Sea Herring Fishery, calculated, in their opinion, to increase 
the exertions ot the Fisherman. The modification proposed consisted both in 
a reduction of the rate of bounty now in force, and in a reduction of the quantum 
ot tonnage on which that bounty is now claimable. Instead of 3/ per ton the 
Lommissioners proposed il. with a discretionary power, however, of awarding 
the additional pound, or any part thereof, in cases of increased and successful 
exeition; and instead of leaving sixty tons as the maximum quantity entitled to 
bounty, the Commissioners proposed forty-five, which they considered as 
abundantly remunerating the speculator. 



With respect to the Coast survey which was commenced in 1820 further pro- 
gi-ess has been made during the last season. The Board, however, have non as 
yet, received the Report of their Engineer employed on that service. 

The Commissioners now beg leave to conclude this Report with a comparative 
Matement of the Fisheries, as with reference to each successive season, from 
their commencement in Autumn of 1819, to the conclusion of the present season 
ending the 5th April 1824. ’ 



DRIED FISH. 



Total quantity of Diied Fish produced for bounty in the season 


Tons, 




ot 1819 (being the first season under the present Fishery 
Laws) - 


40 


11 


Total quantity ol Ditto produced fur bounty in the season of 
1820 (being the second season) 


887 


5 


Total quantity of Ditto produced for bounty in the season of 
1 821 (being the third season) - - . _ . 


1,123 


'9 


iotal quantity of Ditto produced for bounty in the season of 
1822 (being the fourth season) - - . . . 


1,417 


4 


Total quantity of Ditto produced for bounty in the season of 
1 823 (being the fifth season, and that to which the present 
Report applies) 


1.571 


4 



The Increase of each Season will, consequently, stand thus : — 

TcMii. Cwt. 



Increase of 1 8-20 over the first year - - - . . 14 

Increase of 1821 over 1820 - - - _ . - 236 14 

Increa.se of 1822 over 1821 239 5 

Increase of 1823 (the present season) over 1822 , - . 154 _ 

HERRINGS. 

Barrels, 

Ihe total number of barrels produced for bounty in the season 

of i8ig 1,193 

The total number produced for bounty in 1 820 - - - 7,753 I 

The total number produced for bounty in 1821 - - - 9,726 J 

The total number produced for bounty in 1822 - - • 12,722 | 

The total number produced for bounty in the season of 1823, 
being the fifth season, and that to w'hich the present Report 
applies . 27,857 

The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FIFTH REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS 



The Increase of each Season ^vill be found to stand thus : — 

Barrels. 



Increase of 1820 over the first year - - . - . (i,/)bo 

Increase of 1821 over 1820 ------- E973 

Increase of 1822 over 1821 2,99() 

Increase of 1823 (the present season) over 1822 - - - 



M E N. 

Total number of Men engaged in the Fisheries in the season ol 
1821 - - . . 

Total number of Men engaged in Ditto in the season of 1S22 - 

Total number of Men engaged in tliis present season of 1823 

'The Increase of each Season stands tiius, viz. — 

Increase of 1822 over 1821 ------- 8,700 

Increase of 1823 (the present season) over 1822 - - - 

The Commissioners have only further to remark, that in addition to tlic 

increase of Bounty Fish cured this season, a still more considerable increase has 
taken place in the quantity of Bulk Fish cured along the whole range of the 
Irish Coasts. 

Annexed hereto are the usual Returns. 

(Signed) DONEGAL. 

JOHN ORMSBY VANDELEUR. 
Irish Fishery 0 (Bce, J B. B. WOODWARD 

Dublin, 19th April 1824. J HENRY R. PAINE. 

GEORGE HAMILTON. 



3(), 192 
44,892 

49,44s 
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APPENDIXES: 

N’ ]. ro N* 12, ot Vessd.s jmd Men cin|jIoyecl, l’isliii)g, &c. - _ pp. u_0[ 

N 33.— Account oP (iiciilenlal PiiymeuLs, commencing 5th April 1823, and 
ending 5th April 3824 

>4-— Account of the Fund of 1823 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, N* i. 



AN ACCOUNT of tlie total number of VESSELS cleared out at eadi Station for the White 
Fishery of 1823, on Tonnage Bounty; distinguishing the number of Tons, the number of 
Men, and tlie number of Bushels of Salt. 



STATIONS. 


\‘ESSELS. 


TONNAGE. 


JIIN. 


tiPSHELS 

uf 

SALT. 


Dublin .... 

Balbriggan - - . . 


1 


268 


56 


i.840 


* Clogher .... 


/ 




, 254 


7,1)08 


Carlingford ... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Wexford .... 


- 


- 


' 


_ 


Dungarvan .... 


24 


5 " Si 


154 


3>210 


Cove - 


- 


- 


~ 


_ 


Kinsale .... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Giandore .... 


- 


- 


- 


“ 


Baltimore .... 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Banlry .... 




20 


(i 




Valentia ... - 


1 


42 iS 


12 


lEo 


Kilrush .... 




- 


- 


- 


Galway .... 


3 


9 ^ St 


20 


840 


Westport - 


1 


35 St 


6 


560 


Sligo 


- 


- 




- 


Ardglass - . . . 


1 


52 


8 


400 


Belfast .... 


- 




- 


_ 


Rathmullen ... 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


Killybegs .... 


- 




- 


- 


T0TAI.S - - - 


68 


2>*55 St 


516 


14,728 



• Clogher is a new district recently formed out of Balbrlggan, and the returns of this year 
are made up from the district of Balbriggan, prerious to its Eubdirision. 

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, "j 

April 19th, iSj 4. / fliniy r»™*«£ 
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